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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 71 objected to because of the following informalities: change "aparatus" to 
-apparatus--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicants arguments filed 28 February 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

The sole argument presented bye the Applicant relates to a plurality of procedure 
information designating predetermined extraction timings and predetermined extraction 
periods, the plurality of procedure information being respective associated with a 
plurality of genre information different from each other, in combination with selecting 
procedure information from the plurality of procedure information based on the genre 
information of the image signal stream (and extracting in accordance with the procedure 
information selected. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Column 10, lines 41-47 
teaches that "by the time setting input circuit 713, it is possible to set the time 
range of the image to be recorded as index, such as the image 1 minute after CM 
detection, image 2 minutes before CM detection, image how many minutes before or 
after on the basis of the time for detecting the CM, or the image for how many 
seconds for how many minutes are CM detection." In other words, the time setting 
input circuit 713 uses a predetermined timing specification for setting the extraction time 
(met by "how many minutes before or after CM detection") and the extraction period 
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(met by "how many seconds"). In col. 1 1 , lines 41-57 (Embodiment 7), Shimazaki et al. 
teaches that the input circuit 713 can be the only means for extracting the index images, 
and it is used to set the time suited to the content of the program or feature of the 
genre". This meets the limitation of the procedure information being associated with 
genre information.) Furthermore, when a new program is to be recorded which has a 
new genre, the user can use the time setting input circuit 713 to create a new set of 
extraction timings and periods using the predetermined timing specification of the circuit 
713. When the new index retrieving settings have been created and applied to a new 
program, the limitation of having selected procedure information from a plurality of 
procedure information is met. The user has numerous numbers of variations of the type 
of timing settings he can create. Furthermore, col. 10, lines 48-58 teach an index image 
memory circuit 712 that stores the extracted images from the procedures as discussed 
above. The images stored in the index image memory circuit 712 is then further stored 
on the HDD 714. In view of these features as taught by Shimazaki et al., the reference 
can still be used towards a valid rejection over the claimed invention. In view of the 
newly added claims, the new Office Action is followed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 



of such treaty in the English language. 
3. Claims 51-55, 57-65, 67-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Shimazaki et al. (US 6,160,950). 

Regarding claim a Shimazaki et al. teaches a recording apparatus comprising: 



input means for inputting an image signal stream and genre information of the 
image signal stream (col. 9, lines 32-43, EPG, Video and Audio signals are received); 

recording means for recording the image signal stream input by said input means 
on a storage device (col. 9, lines 56-59, HDD 714 records the input Video and Audio 
signals); 

storing means for storing a plurality of procedure information designating 
predetermined extraction timings and predetermined extraction periods at the 
predetermined extraction timings to extract parts of image signals, the plurality of 
procedure information being preliminarily generated and the plurality of procedure 
information being respectively associated with a plurality of genre information different 
from each other (Shimazaki et al. teaches the ability for a user to store the time and 
period of extraction of images from a video signal in the time setting input circuit 713. 
Column 10, lines 41-47 teaches that "by the time setting input circuit 713, it is 
possible to set the time range of the image to be recorded as index, such as the 
image 1 minute after CM detection, image 2 minutes before CM detection, image how 
many minutes before or after on the basis of the time for detecting the CM, or the 
image for how many seconds for how many minutes are CM detection." In other 
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words, the time setting input circuit 713 uses a predetermined timing specification for 
setting the extraction time (met by "how many minutes before or after CM detection") 
and the extraction period (met by "how many seconds"). In col. 11, lines 41-57 
(Embodiment 7), Shimazaki et al. teaches that the input circuit 713 can be the only 
means for extracting the index images, and it is used "to set the time suited to the 
content of the program or feature of the genre". This meets the limitation of the 
procedure information being associated with genre information.); 

selection means for selecting procedure information from the plurality of 
procedure information, based on the genre information of the image signal stream, for 
use when generating a digest image of the image signal stream input by said input 
means (As discussed above, when a new program is to be recorded which has a new 
genre, the user can use the time setting input circuit 713 to create a new set of 
extraction timing and periods using the predetermined timing specification of the circuit 
713. When the new index retrieving settings have been created and applied to a new 
program, the limitation of having selected a procedure information form a plurality of 
procedure information is met.); and 

extraction means for extracting a part of image signals from the image signal 
stream to be recorded on the storage device, in accordance with the procedure 
information selected by said selection means (Col. 10, lines 48-58 teaches an index 
image memory circuit 712 that stores the extracted images from the procedures as 
discussed above. The images stored in the index image memory circuit 712 is then 
further stored on the HDD 714). 
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Regarding claim 52, Shimazaki discloses the ability to create an index digest 
extracted from a full length program. The created index digest is created using the 
timings specified by the user, and consists of certain time length. The time length of the 
created index digest is therefore only a certain percentage of the full length program. 
When the user desires to change the extraction period, as discussed above, the 
extraction timings define a certain percentage of the total full length program, and 
therefore meets the limitation. 

Regarding claim 53, as discussed above in claims 51 and 52, the time setting 
input circuit 713 can be set to extract images from the full length program (thereby 
defining a certain percentage of the total full length program); therefore, when the 
images are extracted, the extraction timings have inherently been calculated, the 
limitation is therefore met. 

Regarding claim 54, as discussed in claim 51 above, the user has the ability to 
change/edit the extraction timings and extraction periods in the time setting input circuit 
713. The changed/edited extraction timings and extraction periods and then stored back 
in time setting input circuit 713. 

Regarding claim 55, as discussed in claims 51 and 54 above, when the user 
edits the extraction timings and extraction periods, the changed/edited data meets the 
limitations of having created a new set of procedure information. 

Regarding claim 57, as discussed in claim 51, Shimazaki teaches that the genre 
information is included in EPG data generated from the broadcast wave (col. 9, lines 32- 
43, "...from EPG (coded signal of program content and genre incorporated in the...)". 
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Fig. 12, information entering Video and audio signal detecting circuit 71 and CM 
detecting circuit 75 receive the information from a broadcast wave (col. 7, lines 24-26)). 

Regarding claim 58, the Shimazaki teaches in col. 7, lines 4-8 of a Speech level 
detecting means 3, which compares the input speech level to a reference speech level 
4 and extracts digest information based on the comparison and change in audio 
information. The limitation of the claimed "extraction means extracts a part of the image 
signal stream to be recorded on the storage device, based on the selected procedure 
information and the audio information generated by said audio analysis" is therefore 
met. 

Regarding claim 59, Shimazaki teaches in col. 12, lines 55-61 of a magnetic 
tape that can be used instead of the HDD 714. 

Regarding claim 60, the claimed "extraction means generates extraction 
position information representing a recording position on the device for a part of image 
signals corresponding to the extraction timing in the image signal stream recorded on 
the storage device" is met by the recording and reproducing means 45 including a disk 
as a recording medium for recording audio and video signals and digest addresses (col. 
8, lines 23-25), which digest address points to the specific point in the program where 
the digest information is extracted. The claimed "storage decide is a random-accessible 
medium having a number of clusters, and the extraction position information represents 
a position of a cluster on which a part of image signals corresponding to the extraction 
timing are recorded" is met by the HDD 714 for recording the program data and index 
image data from the video and audio data (col. 9, lines 56-58) and by the index 
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reproduction control circuit 720 for controlling the address of the index portion (col. 12, 
lines 25-33). 

Method claims 61-65, and 67-70 are rejected for the same reasons as 
discussed above in apparatus claims 51-55, and 57-60, respectively. 

Claims 71 and 72 recite a medium included with programs that are read by an 
apparatus to implement method claim 61 ; they are rejected for the same reasons as 
discussed in apparatus claim 51. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in, the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 56 and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimazaki et al. (6,160,950) in view of Legall et al. (US 6,005,565). 

Regarding claim 56, as discussed in claim 51 above, Shimazaki teaches the 
ability for a user to select a particular procedure information based on the genre of the 
program (col. 1 1 , lines 49-57), but fails to particularly disclose keywords being included 
in the procedure information to be compared to the genre of the program to determine a 
particular procedure information. 
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In an analogous art, Legall et al. teaches ability for a user to search an electronic 
program guide (EPG). The user can define a particular search criterion, which is saved 
on the system as a filter. The stored filter can then be applied to the EPG to compare 
and find corresponding programs (col. 1, lines 30-43). 

The stored filter (search criteria) taught by Legall et al. meets the limitation of the 
keyword used to compare the EPG. The search criteria used can be a particular theme, 
title, etc. which can be defined as a particular "genre". 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the stored filter (search criteria) used to compare the 
EPG as taught by Legall et al. into the system of Shimazaki et al. to allow a user to sort 
through a potentially large EPG database to narrow the search to improve time 
efficiency. 

Method claim 66 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in apparatus 
claim 56. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Morita et al. teaches a digest creating apparatus including user selectable time 
periods. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gelek Topgyal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8891. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Gelek Topgyal 
8/7/06 



